
Part 1: Experiencing Real Freedom!  

Psalm 146:6-7 (CEV) 
God gives justice to the poor and food to the hungry. The LORD sets prisoners free … 

Luke 4:18 (Message)  
"God's Spirit is on me; he's chosen me to preach the Message of good news to the poor, sent 
me to announce pardon to prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to set the burdened and 
battered free ...”

John 8:36 (Message)  
So if the Son sets you free, you are free through and through. 

Galatians 5:1 (Message) 
Christ has set us free to live a free life. 
  
1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV) 
… God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted/tested beyond what you can bear. But when you 
are tempted/tested, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure (overcome) it.
   
[1]  To experience real freedom, we need to get real about our struggles, with God, 

ourselves, and others!
 
 Romans 7:19,20 (MSG) 
  I decide to do good, but I don't really do it; I decide not to do bad, but then I do it anyway. 

20 My decisions, such as they are, don't result in actions. Something has gone wrong deep 
within me …  

[2] To experience real freedom, we need to give up our self-sufficiency!
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 Romans 7:24 (MSG) 
  I've tried everything and nothing helps. I'm at the end of my rope. Is there no one who can 

do anything for me? 
 
 Galatians 3:3 (MSG) 
  Only crazy people would think they could complete by their own efforts what was begun 

by God. If you weren't smart enough or strong enough to begin it, how do you suppose 
you could perfect it?

 
 Luke 9:23 (MSG) 
  (Jesus said) "Anyone who intends to come with me has to let me lead. You're not in the 

driver's seat—I am . . . Follow me and I'll show you how. 
 
 
[3] To experience real freedom, we need empowering partnerships!
 
 Romans 8:2 (TLB) 
  For the power of the life-giving Spirit—and this power is mine through Christ Jesus—has 

freed me from the vicious circle of sin and death.
 
 
 John 14:16 (NLT) 
 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper …
 
 Acts 1:8 (NLT) 
  You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, 

telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth. 

 
 Ephesians 4:16 (NLT)  
   Under Jesus direction, the whole body (family of faith) is fitted together perfectly. As each 

part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is 
healthy and growing …

    


