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Part 3: ‘Tis the Season … For Waiting! | Jeff Brawner 
  
Luke 2:21-39 (NLT) 
        Eight days later, when the baby was circumcised, he was 
named Jesus, the name given him by the angel even before he 
was conceived. 22 Then it was time for their purification offering, 
as required by the law of Moses after the birth of a child; so his 
parents took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord …
        25 At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. 
He was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for the 
Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him 
26 and had revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen 
the Lord’s Messiah. 27 That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. 
So when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the 
Lord as the law required, 28 Simeon was there. He took the child in 
his arms and praised God, saying, 29 “Sovereign Lord, now let your 
servant die in peace, as you have promised. 30 I have seen your 
salvation, 31 which you have prepared for all people. 32 He is a light 
to reveal God to the nations, and he is the glory of your people 
Israel!”  
         … 36 Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple … Her 
husband died when they had been married only seven years. 37 
Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left 
the Temple but stayed there day and night, worshiping God with 
fasting and prayer. 38 She came along just as Simeon was talking 
with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. She talked 
about the child to everyone who had been waiting expectantly for 
God to rescue Jerusalem. 
 
[1]     “Waiting Time” Is … “                                        Time!” 
 

        Habakkuk 2:3 (NLT)
         … These things I plan won't happen right away. Slowly, 

steadily, surely, the time approaches when the vision will be 
fulfilled. If it seems slow, wait patiently, for it will surely take 
place.  

 
        Galatians 4:4-5 (TLB) 
         When the right time came, the time God decided on, he 

sent his Son, born of a woman … 5 to buy freedom for us … 
so that he could adopt us as his very own children.

 
[2]    “Waiting Time” Is … “                                        -Time!”

        James 5:7,8 (CEV) 
         Think of farmers who wait patiently for the spring and 

summer rains to make their valuable crops grow. 8 Be patient 
like those farmers and don't give up. The Lord will soon be 
here! 

 
        •     While waiting, we need to cultivate our 
                                                              !
  
         Ephesians 4:25 (NIV) | 1 Corinthians 4:2 (NIV) | Psalm 15:4 (MSG) 
 
        •    While waiting, we need to sharpen our 
                                                !

        Psalm 78:72 (NIV) 
         David shepherded … with integrity of heart; with skillful 

hands he led them. 

 
[3]    “Waiting Time” Is … “                                    Time!”
  
        Hebrews 11:24-26 (TEV) 
         Moses, when he had grown up, refuse to be called the son 

of the king's daughter. 25 He preferred to suffer with God's 
people rather than to enjoy sin for a little while. 26 He 
calculated that to suffer for the Messiah was worth far more 
than all the treasures of Egypt, for he kept his eyes on the 
future reward.

ANSWERS:  [1] Normal; [2] Preparing; [2a] Character; [2b] Skills; [3] Worth-it


