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Part 6: What about Christian hypocrisy?

Recommended Authors and Speaker
 •   John Lennox
 •   Michael Ramsden
 •   Ravi Zacharias
 •   Tim Keller – The Reason for God – Making Sense of God
 •   Francis Collins – The Language of God
 •   Mark Clark - The Problem of God

[1]   We will always have the problem of hypocrisy in the church… and every other movement 
of people who attempt to organize!

 •   Hypocrisy is a human sin problem
 •   Read Whole Bible

[2]  We can’t get rid of it but we can                                  it!

 Galatians 2:11-16 (NLT)
  But when Peter came to Antioch, I had to oppose him to his face, for what he did was very 

wrong. 12 When he first arrived, he ate with the Gentile believers, who were not circumcised. 
But afterward, when some friends of James came, Peter wouldn’t eat with the Gentiles 
anymore. He was afraid of criticism from these people who insisted on the necessity of 
circumcision. 13 As a result, other Jewish believers followed Peter’s hypocrisy, and even 
Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy.

  14 When I saw that they were not following the truth of the gospel message, I said to Peter 
in front of all the others, “Since you, a Jew by birth, have discarded the Jewish laws and 
are living like a Gentile, why are you now trying to make these Gentiles follow the Jewish 
traditions?

  15 “You and I are Jews by birth, not ‘sinners’ like the Gentiles. 16 Yet we know that a person is 
made right with God by faith in Jesus Christ, not by obeying the law. And we have believed 
in Christ Jesus, so that we might be made right with God because of our faith in Christ, not 
because we have obeyed the law. For no one will ever be made right with God by obeying 
the law.”

[3]   We are                                   than we used to be, not necessarily better than someone 
else!

     “Growth in character and changes in behavior occur in a gradual process after a person 
becomes a Christian. The mistaken belief that a person must “clean up” his or her own life in 
order to merit God’s presence is not Christianity. This means, though, that the church will be 
filled with immature and broken people who still havea long way to go emotionally, morally, 
and spiritually. As the saying has it: ‘The church is a hospital for sinners, not a museum for 
saints.’” – Tim Keller



[4]  We will                                     deal with criticism, hatred, persecution, and lies!

 John 15:18-25 (NIV)
   “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it 

would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not 
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed 
my teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 They will treat you this way because of my name, for 
they do not know the one who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would 
not be guilty of sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my 
Father as well. 24 If I had not done among them the works no one else did, they would not be 
guilty of sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. 25 But 
this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’

        
 Matthew 5:10-12 (NIV)
  Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds 
of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

[5]  We can                                  false information and exaggeration!

[6]  We can                                the church has often has fallen short of its calling!

 Romans 3:23 (NLT)
 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.

 1 John 1:8-9 (ESV)
  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.9 If we confess our 

sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

 James 5:16 (NCV)
 Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so God can heal you.

[7]  We have a perfect                                  but no perfect members!

 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NCV)
  Christ had no sin, but God made him become sin so that in Christ we could become right 

with God.


